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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's 

attention to the documents listed below and on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A copy of 

each document so listed is enclosed. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0037629 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0045976 

U.S. Patent 4,313,124 

U.S. Patent 4,345,262 

U.S. Patent 4,459,600 

U.S. Patent 4,463,359 

U.S. Patent 4,558,333 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 on 

November 24, 2003 

(Date of Deposit) 
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tomey for Applicant) 
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November 24. 2003 



Date of Signature 



U.S. Patent 4,723,129 
U.S. Patent 4,740,796 
U.S. Patent 6,447,084 
U.S. Patent 6,474,797 
U.S. Patent 6,540,321 
U.S. Patent 6,629,758 
Japan 54-56847 
Japan 59-123670 
Japan 59-138461 
Japan 60-71260 
Japan 5-201021 



English language abstracts of the foregoing Japanese publications, which 
were all cited in the specification, are enclosed. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0037629 corresponds to the 
European publication to Mashiko, et al. which was cited in the Office Action dated August 
22, 2003. 

This application has received an Office Action on the merits but has not yet 
received either a final action or a notice of allowance. Accordingly, this Information 
Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and is accompanied by the $180.00 
fee specified at 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). Consideration of the art cited herein is accordingly 
deemed proper, and such action is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is urged to study this information in its entirety and to form 
an independent determination of the materiality of the information to the claimed 
invention. Additionally, the Examiner is requested to indicate that this information has 
been considered by initialling the appropriate portion of Form PTO-1449. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa office 
by telephone at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
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FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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